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The New Testament rewritten

By Lisa Bornstein, Rocky Mountain Mews (Contact)
Published October 15, 2008 at 6 p.m.
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> FUTp G JIN g gea Somewhere between Old Testament and New Age, the rock
* Arab-American actors find reality In opera Magdalene, Woman of Light makes its home.

Inana’

* Powerful 'Hole’ brings both grief The new piece elevates the story of Mary Magdalene past most

and relief : . - : : .
interpretations, but it's noteworthy for its professional production,

More stories » talented cast and appealing music by Kama Devi.

Obama Inaugural Train Tour
The story and lyrics, by Michele Wagner (who also directs) and &

Susan Griffin, are weaker. A program synopsis promises to guide us, but we should be able to follow the

narrative, not easy with what seems mostly an invented story (this critic isn't a theologian, though) and

vague lyrics such as "Strong spirit’gentle soul/ wise woman/the lion roars." E !‘MEW
g o

The story puts Magdalene as a young woman in Egypt, where she is made a priestess by a character AT THE ART INSTITUTES SYSTEM OF SCHODLS
named Mother Wisdom. She ends up in Galilee, where she meets Jesus, they fall in love (instantly), get vr[]u {:ﬁ,m BRING ' =
married and become spiritual leaders on a seemingly equal basis. Y‘UUH IDEAS FUH LI FE IN 3-D
If Magdalene anocints Jesus, wouldn't that put her on a higher level than his? How do we reconcile one of E'f?tﬂﬁ?l.‘jji
the world's leading monotheists marrying and seemingly approving of a pagan priestess? H

i Ul £
Devi's music carries past the story, performed by a five-piece band with a harp and Middle Eastern T
inflections. If not musically, narratively the story feels like a Liz Phair-style response to Jesus Chnist m
Superstar. _ GET VOUR FUTURE

M The Art Institutes-

As Magdalene, Marika Reisberg projects innocence growing toward strength, plus a fine soprano. Matalie
Oliver-Atherton as Mother Wisdom brings jazzy riffs and a twinkling personality sorely needed. Benjamin
Francis has a fine voice but doesn't do much in an underwritten role for Jesus, while Steven J. Burge Most Viewed | Most Emalled | Most Discussed

brings his likability and fine pipes to a jealous Peter.
= Man in alleged 'Morial Kombat' death sentenced o 36 years

Magdalene, Woman of Light KRIEGER: Goodman can make mark on Broncos' 'D"

"WWe're gonna be in the Hudson," pilot said before crash

* Grade: B-

Nuggets report: Kar, feeling foul, can't hold his tongue

* When and where: 7:30 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, 2 p.m. Saturday, 5 p.m. Sunday, New Denver
Civic Theatre, 721 Santa Fe Drive

Hero pilot avoiding spotlight for a reason

* Cost: $34.50 to $39.50 News Tip

* Information: 303-309-3773 Know about something we should be reporting? Tell us about it.
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