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Local women create rock opera about Mary
Magdalene

By Mark Collins Camera Theater Critic The Dai |y Camera
Friday, September 26, 2008
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not a traditional musical when they started writing
"Magdalene, Woman of Light.”

There's a reason artistic partners Susan Griffin and

The opera, which receives its premiere full
production beginning Thursday at the Denver Civic
Theatre, includes 24 songs and plenty of
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And in "Magdalene, Woman of Light,” the love story is delivered with a backbeat.
Griffin and Wagner hooked up with Kama Devi, a local musician and teacher, in 2004. With
much of the libretto already penned, Kama Devi began writing the music. She drew on INTERNING WITH US
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the 2005 Boulder International Fringe Festival. After that, they went back to work and e e
eventually produced a staged-reading at Boulder's Dinner Theatre in November 2007.
There, a roomful of invited guests gave valuable feedback via comment cards, Wagner Onina ad axpres 107372008
says.
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"It took Sue, Kama Devi and | five work sessions to go through all the comment cards," she
says.

When the show was ready for a full production, things came together quickly earlier this
year when a slot opened at the Denver Civic Theatre.

Kama Devi says "Woman of Light" isn't trying to revise history.

"We're not saying this is the way it was,” she says. "It's telling the story in an allegorical

way.
And, as Wagner says, the opera intends to tell the story to your heart.

"Yes, we need our minds for discernment, but we're missing the boat in not following our
hearts,” she says. "That's the place we need to move to."

Contact Camera Theater Critic Mark Collins at 303-473-1369 or
BOCTheater@comcast.net.




